DILLON COUNTY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                                                                                                     109 SOUTH THIRD AVENUE     DILLON SC 29536                                                                                                                                                                                                                             JULY 23, 2025    5:00 PM 
The Dillon County Council held a Regular Meeting on July 23, 2025 at 5:00 pm in the County Council Chambers. Present were Detrice Dawkins, Robbie Coward, Dennis Townsend, James Washington, Kenny Cook Jr. and Brad Coward. Stevie Grice was not present for the meeting. Also present was Tim Harper, County Administrator and Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council, John  Dubose, County Attorney, Betsy Finklea, Dillon County News LLC and Vickie Rogers, The Dillon Herald.

The following were notified of the meeting and provided an agenda by email:
TimHarper<tharper@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyAdministrator<dcadministrator@dilloncountysc.org>,MatthewElvington<melvington@dilloncountysc.org>,dccbuzzyfinklea@gmail.com,KenDuBose<ken@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,JonRobinson<jon@smithrobinsonlaw.com>,CountyCouncil<countycouncil@dilloncountysc.org>,JamalCampbell<jamal_campbell24@yahoo.com>,dennistownsend@bellsouth.net,DetriceDawkins<tricedawkins@yahoo.com>,HaroldMoody<Harmick@aol.com>,gmcleod<ironman3744@gmail.com>,StevieGrice<gricecube@hotmail.com>,gricecube@icloud.com,"charliecbailey@aol.com"<charliecbailey@aol.com>,<bludwig@southerncurrentllc.com>,<mastercurry@bellsouth.net>,<richard.d.gaddy@gmail.com>,<news@wmbfnews.com>,sccones@aol.com,<dillonherald@yahoo.com>,<dtholder@gmail.com>,<ljackson@dillonsheriff.org>,<john.jackson1995@yahoo.com>,<jacoriem@ymail.com>,<steve@arsmarketing.com>,<code17@bellsouth.net>,<jward929@gmail.com>,<karend.francis@mcleodhealth.org>,<kjordan@marlboro.coop>,<tlane1018@aim.com>,<martinfireman9@aol.com>,<snapceo@aol.com>,<smcrae911@yahoo.com>,<dillonriskmgr@aol.com>,<mlee@mhisc.com>,<morrislt13@yahoo.com>,"news@wbtw.com"<news@wbtw.com>,"Susan.Norton@perdue.com"<susan.norton@perdue.com>,"patel1223@gmail.com"<patel1223@gmail.com>,"cpelfrey@netc.edu"<cpelfrey@netc.edu>,"Proctorhaywood@gmail.com"<proctorhaywood@gmail.com>,"rjfodera@wpde.com"<rjfodera@wpde.com>,"roscoxen@aol.com"<roscoxen@aol.com>,"randyrouse@bellsouth.net"<randyrouse@bellsouth.net>,"news@scnow.com"<news@scnow.com>,"tigger_2g@msn.com"<tigger_2g@msn.com>,"scemtgerry@gmail.com"<scemtgerry@gmail.com>,"kls1@rocketmail.com"<kls1@rocketmail.com>,"ssuber@mhisc.com"<ssuber@mhisc.com>,"ttaylor383@aol.com"<ttaylor383@aol.com>,<tbrown@wpde.com>,<vanns4@bellsouth.net>,<code17@gmail.com>,<agendas@voterheads.com>,<tim@ammonshayes.com>,<wmiller@dilloncountysc.org>,<dillon1447@aol.com>,"<jcampbellmcso@yahoo.com>,<jtthomas@netc.edu>,<anthony.moore29536@gmail.com>,<margaretmarstin@parkerpoe.com>,<kevin.drawhorn@yahoo.com><aowens297957@gmail.com>,<tonigraves01@gmail.com>,<cedricgp.cp@gmail.com>,<mkoch@mhisc.com>,<crawfordronald00@gmail.com>,<maggiedunham53@gmail.com>,gtauction@gmail.com<dctaxassessor@dilloncountysc.org>,<jameslighty85@gmail.com>,<amazinggrace11520@yahoo.com>,<nancyhargrove@att.net>,JoySnipes<joyrsnipes@yahoo.com>,RobbieCoward<robbiecoward@aol.com>,<josephinegilchrist@aol.com>,<herbert.jacobs@mail.com>,<dmoody9588@gmail.com>,<dcriskmanager@dilloncountysc.org>,<cneelytrainer@gmail.com>,charles@currybyrdlaw.net,<lavern.sellers@yahoo.com>,<calishaccu@gmail.com>,<staylor@postandcourier.com>,<jcpwl@yahoo.com>,jhamilton@dillonsheriff.org"Director,HR"<hrdirector@dilloncountysc.org>,DillonCountyBenefits<dilloncountybenefits@dilloncountysc.org>jackiehayes@schouse.gov,DianeLewis<dlewis@dilloncountysc.og>,"betsyfinklea5@gmail.com"<betsyfinklea5@gmail.com>,jordan@thedillonherald.comvrogers@thedillonherald.com,"Director,DCE911"<dce911director@dilloncountysc.org>,marquitabritton<marquita_britton@yahoo.com>,jwashingtonwfc@gmail.com,cowardstowing@aol.com,Don Strickland <Dstrickland@pdrta.org>,llinda54@hotmail.com,Brad Coward <bcoward@dilloncountysc.org>,James Washington jwashington@dilloncountysc.org, dccoc@dilloncountysc.org
CALL TO ORDER 
Councilman Dennis Townsend called the Meeting to Order and presided over the meeting

Pledge of Allegiance
Councilman Dennis Townsend led the Pledge of Allegiance.

Invocation                                                                                                                           
Councilman Dennis Townsend gave the invocation.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA                                                                                                                 Robbie Coward made a motion to approve the agenda. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES – JUNE 25, 2025                                                                        Robbie Coward made a motion to approve the of Minutes from June 25, 2025. He was seconded by Detrice Dawkins. All were in favor.

PLAQUE PRESENTATION
A plaque was presented by Dennis Townsend on behalf of Dillon County Council to Mr. Benny Cooper of Coopers Funeral Home for 55 years of Serving the families of Dillon County. The plaque read: Thank you for your many years of devotion and support to serving Dillon County.
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to open up the Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 25-10. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.
PUBLIC HEARING
ORDINANCE NO. 25-10                                                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT RUNWAY

A motion was made by Detrice Dawkins to close the Public Hearing for Ordinance No. 25-10. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
ORDINANCES

ORDINANCE NO. 25-05 – THIRD READING                                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A FEE IN LIEU OF TAX AND SPECIAL SOURCE CREDIT AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY PRESENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT EVERGREEN WITH RESPECT TO  CERTAIN ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY IN THE COUNTY, WHEREBY SUCH PROPERTY WILL BE SUBJECT TO CERTAIN PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF TAXES; AUTHORIZING THE PROVISION OF CERTAIN SPECIAL SOURCE CREDITS; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATED THERETO

Ordinance No. 25-05- Third Reading was postponed until the August 8, 2025 Special Called Meeting

ORDINANCE NO. 25-06 – THIRD READING                                                                                    AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE AND SALE OF A NOT EXCEEDING
$2,200,000 GENERAL OBLIGATION BOND, SERIES 2025, OF DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA; FIXING THE FORM AND DETAILS OF THE BOND; PROVIDING FOR THE PAYMENT OF THE BOND; AUTHORIZING THE CHAIRMAN OF COUNTY COUNCIL AND COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR TO DETERMINE CERTAIN MATTERS RELATING TO THE BOND; PROVIDING FOR 
THE PAYMENT OF THE BOND; THE DISPOSITION OF THE PROCEEDS OF THE BOND; AND OTHER MATTERS RELATING THERETO.

Ordinance NO. 25-06 -Third Reading was postponed until the August 8, 2025 Special Called Meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-10 - THIRD READING                                                                                           AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A PURCHASE AND SALE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT RUNWAY

A motion was made by Kenny Cook Jr. to approve Ordinance NO, 25-10 - Third Reading. He was seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.

ORDINANCE NO. 25-11 - THIRD READING                                                                                                    AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A LAND CONVEYANCE AND INCENTIVE AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN DILLON COUNTY, SOUTH CAROLINA AND A COMPANY CURRENTLY IDENTIFIED AS PROJECT ZIP

A motion was made by James Washington to approve Ordinance NO. 25-11. He was second by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.

COUNCIL RECREATION REQUEST                                                                                      James Washington, Detrice Dawkins, Kenny Cook Jr. donated $150.00 to the Sports Report. Dennis Townsend, Brad Coward and Robbie Coward donated $150.00 each in personal donations to the Sports Report.
Dennis Townsend donated $100.00 to the Lake View Food Truck.
Dennis Townsend said that he will give a Personal Donation and Robbie Coward donated a $75.00 Personal Donation to the Lake View Wild Gator Athletic Department.
A motion was made by James Washington to approve the Council Recreation Request. He was seconded by Robbie Coward. All were in favor.
ANDY INGRAM – NORTH EASTERN TECH                                                                                         Andy Ingram, North Eastern Tech began by stating that he wanted to give a progress report as well as an economic impact. He said the members on the Dillon Area Commission Board were Cindy Causey and Stephanie Ard. He also stated that there is a vacancy that Representative Hayes will hopefully be making soon. He stated that there is a Foundation board and the members are Cullen Brayant, Charlie Vance and James Roberts III and said that they appreciate those who are willing to serve. They represent Chesterfield, Marlboro and Dillon counties and have 158 employees, the annual payroll  and benefit package is 9.6 Millon dollars and this year they had two special projects in Dillon County. They placed a Forklift Simulator at Latta High School and CDL Simulator at Dillon High School. He went over the enrollment numbers, financial aid, graduation and stated that out of the top fifteen colleges, North Eastern Tech ranked fifth for being the best associate program in the state. He also presented a site plan for a proposed building  that they hope to build at the Dillon campus. He concluded by saying that they would like to expand in Dillon County because of the demand, industrial base and they would like to grow in Dillon and the student base and industrial base supports the need.                 

COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS                                                                                                      There were no Committee Appointments.

A motion was made by Robbie Coward to go into Executive Session and to amend the Agenda by adding Economic Development to the Executive Session. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr. All were in favor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A. Personnel Matter
B. Economic Development
A motion was made by Robbie Coward to come out of Executive Session. He was seconded by Kenny Cook Jr.

NO ACTION WAS TAKEN IN EXECUTIVE SESSION.

ADJOURN
A motion to Adjourn was made by Detrice Dawkins. She was  seconded by Brad Coward. All were in favor.



______________________________________
Stevie Grice, Chairman 

______________________________________
Druscilla Blakely, Clerk to Council

______________________________________
Date Approved

